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SHAHAJI LAW COLLEGE, KOLHAPUR.

The relations of the Bench and the Bar of

Kolhapur to the Shahaji Law College are so close
and inseparable, that without reference to the

brief history of the College this Souvenir will

surely remain incomplete,

His Highness, the late Shri _Rajaram
Chatrapati Maharaja of Kolhapur, who was
always very keen, in matters of educational facili-
ties at Kolhapur, found that there was no institu-
tion imparting legal education so essential in the
country, in a very large tract of the then Bombay
Presidency extending from Poona to Mysore,
So in December 1932, he appointed a committee
under the chairmanship of Rao Bahaddur A. B.
Chougule, the Chief Justice of Kolhapur High
Court to formulate a scheme and to submit a
report in this respect.

The scheme was prepared and submitted to
His Highness by the Committee and it was
sanctioned enthusiastically by His Highness,
although it involved a huge budget of Rs. 29,000
for the first year.

Necessary sanctions for affiliation ete. of the
University of Bombay and the Government of

N. A. Nandrekar, Advocate,
Principal, Shahaji Law College.

Bombay were obtained in a very short time. This.

was due to the appreciation felt by the various
members of the University and Government of
Bombay for His Highness’s sincere, cosmopolitan
and large hearted love for the cause of education.

The success of the scheme was also contribu-
ted to by the readiness with which, not only
lawyers of well known standing in Kolhapur but
reputed lawyers from the then British India as
well, came out with offers of their able service,
in the cause of the College.

The question of management of the College
was also immediately solved. His Highness had
decided to have an experiment in the decentralisa-
tion of control of higher education by the State
and the first step in that direction was taken in
the case of this Law College. By notification
No. 52 of 1933 in the State Gazatte, His Highness
had declared that < The Council of Legal Educa-
tion, Kolhapur *, a body corporate, capable of
holding property, consisting of sevan ex-officio
and elected members, be formed to manage the
Law College. This Council was to control the
general management of the College, the internal

management of the College, however, was enti
left to the Principal and Professors of the Colle

The following gentlemen were appointed
first Principal and Professors of the College :

1, Shri S. K. Kelavkar. B.A.,LL.B. PI'iHCi-J‘.;}I.
(Cant.) Barrister-at-Law, :

2. ,, K. N. Pandit, BA,LL.B. Professo
3. ,, R.P.Karandikar, |
Advocate ( O. S.) £
4. ,, V.R. Karandikar, M.A.(Edin) ,,
Bar-at-Law
5. ., S.G., Dabholkar, -
B.A.,LL.B. Advocate (0.S.) ,,
6- .. G.H.Kelkar, M. A, LL.B. i
7+ . B.K.Dalavi; BIA.LL.B. Fr,
8. K. R. Apte, BA, LL.B. i
9. ,, S, P.Savant, M.A. LL,B. i
10. ,, Y. G. Sowani, BA ,LL.B.

Thus the management of the Law Coll
combined the best elements of democratic mang
ment, with the guiding control of a benevo
monarchy.
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9. Shri D. N. Sarlashkar

10. ,, M. V. Dharmadhikari

11. ,, N. A. Nandrekar ( who is working as
Principal at present)

12. ,. S.R.Potnis

137 7 N B-Patil

14. ,, G. N. Gabale

15. ,, M. S. Bavadekar

16. ,, V. D, Jadhav (Sangli Bar)

This College has the credit of producing a
number of Law graduates who have occupied a

very high position in life. It would not be ouf of -
place if the names of some of them are enumerated

here :
1. Shri R. B. Naik M.A.LL.M. District Judge
( now retired and working
as Principal, Law College,
Shimoga )
2. Justice M. S. Apte, High Court of Bombay.

3. Shri R. K. Joshi. District Judge, Poona.

4. ,, R.K. Ranade, Retired District Judge.
( who took LL.M. degree as

a student of this College )

5. ,, T.R.Kulkarni, District Judge, Sholapur
6. ., P.B.Salunke, Member of the Revenue

Tribunal Maharashtra State

7. Shri Anandrao Chavan, Minister for
Rehabilitation ete.
Government of India.

8. ., Balasaheb Desai, Revenue Minister,
: Maharashtra State.
9. ,, B.D.Jatti, Sometime Chief Minister
of Mysore State,
10. ,, S.R. Kanthi, Sometime Chief Minister
of Mysore State.
| 11. ,, L.M. Patil, Once a Minister in
Bombay Government.
12, . N BoNaik District Judge, Sangli,
13. ,, K. R. Pawar, Industrial Court, Bombay.

Some of the old students of this College are
holding very hige position in Army and some are
high Police Officers, Many of them are judicial
Officers, Public Prosecutors, Govt. Pleaders and
social and political workers in Maharashtra and
other adjoining states and number of them are
eminent Advocates and Lawyers serving the cause
of justice very efficiently.

The position of ““Council of Legal Education”
which runs the Law College is now very sound and
efficient. It has started ¢ Commerce College ” at
Kolhapur- another sister institution- which is
also run very efficiently. It has got its own
separate decent building worth about five lacs of
rupees constructed on some part of the Tophkhana

premises imparting commerce education for about
eleven hundred students.

This is in short the history of the present
¢ Shahaji Law College, Kolhapur > which is so
closely connected with the Kolhapur Judiciary and
the Kolhapur Bar.

We take this opportunity to offer our heart-
felt felicitations to all the members of the Bar and
the Bench of Kolhapur both past and present
who have maintained the dignity of the Court
during last hundred years.

After a lengthy conference with the estr-
anged husband, the lawyer reported to his
client : Mrs. Blake, T have succeeded in making
a settlement with your husband that is eminen- |
tly fair to both of you.

“ Fair to both ” exploded Mrs. Blake,
I could have done that myself ! what do you
think, I hired a lawyer for 77 -

a* * W

A man appeared in Court secking a
separation from his wife,

“ On what grounds ? ** asked the Judge.

“ On the grounds guaranteed in the Con-
stitution — Freedom from Speech. ”
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The College was opened on 17th June 1933
and inspite of the hurry with which the College
had been started and the recognition it then still
had to obtain, the response by students was more
than expected. His Highness Major Sir Shri
Chatrapati Shahaji Maharaj was the first student
of this College and the present President of the
Council -Shri Ratnappa Kumbhar was also the
student of this College in its first year. It is
interesting to note that 104 students that joined
the College were from about 12 different adjoining
districts like Mysore, Belgaum, Ratnagiri, Satara,
Bijapur, Sholapur and even from Khanadesh etc.
His Highness, Sir Shri Rajaram Chatrapati had
indeed laid the public of these parts under a deep
debt of gratitude by opening this Law College.

The formal opening ceremony of this College
however, took place on 2nd November 1933 at the
hands of the Rt. Hon'ble Sir Fredric Hugh- Sykes,
the then Governer of Bombay. Since then the
College was also named as ** Sykes Law College,
Kolhapur »

The College was run very efficiently with the
help of best staff and the best library which was
well furnished, thanks to keen interest taken by
Principal Kelavkar. But it is a well established
fact that the Law Colleges in mofussil never be-
come self sufficient. Faculty of Law has its own
limitations and owing to the limited number of
students as compared to Arts, Science and
Commerce faculties, it goes difficult to meet out
the expenses of the College from the collection
of the fees of the students. Such was the case with
this College as well; and in 1939 the college was
required to be run by the Government of Kolhapur

itself instead of * Legal Education Society . It
was so run by the State until its merger.

After merger, the College was run by Bombay
State for about two years only and then it declared
that the Government intends to close the College.
But the enthusiastic citizens of Kolhapur took a
lead and revived the old ¢ Council of Legal
Education  with a new constitution of ifs own,
on 17th of February 1951. His Highness Sir Shri
Chatrapati Shahaji Maharaj was the Patron in
Chief and the College was also called after his
name as “ Shahaji Law College . Shri Ratnappa
Kumbhar was the President and Shri S. G.
Dabholkar was the Secretary of the new “ Council
of Legal Education .

The Bombay Government had graciously
given the Council all the furniture and books
belonging to the College and also permitted to use
the same old building for the College.

In 1955, the Government of Bombay de-
manded the building back for the wuse of
Government B. T. College. But at the same time
it was pleased to grant the Tophkhana building
on long lease on a nominal rent, due to the un-
tiring efforts of the able President of the Council,
Shri Ratnappa Kumbhar, who happened to be
the elected member of the then Parliament of
India also.

In 1960, the Government of Bombay, when
the present Home Minister of India Shri
Yashavantrao Chavan was the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra State, due to the sincere efforts of

Shri Ratnappa Kumbhar the President of the
Council, was pleased to grant the whol
Tophkhana building to Council of Legal Educa~
tion permanently for the noble cause of the
Council. Thus the College got its stability owin
to its own building and the best library and’
furniture. But with all this, it is important to note.
that the College could maintain only two full time
Professors. Since 1955, number of able and
eminent Lawyers from the Kolhapur Bar cam
forward to render their part time valuabl_
honorary services as Professors in this Law.
College. It is a proud privilege of the Kolhapur
Bar to supply continuously till today, batches o
lawyers as honorary Professors without whos
services it would be nearly impossible to run the
College. It would be failing in duty if a reference
to their names is not made on this occasion, :
1 ShriS. V. Apte ( who also worked ag
Principal after Shri S. G.
Dabholkar ) '

2. , M.S.Apte ( who is appointed ag

High Court Judge quite
recently )

3. .. S. R.Kulkarni
4. ,, V.K. Bagal

5. ,, R.N. Pusalkar

6 ,. W.D.Adke

7. ,, M., D. Shreshti

8. ., T.R.Kulkarni ( who is working a§

District
Sholapur )

Judge at
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AT FAF FICNA AIGFAA FIH 7Gew AT,
afwerr snfor FEfaaraT Tagamm e 4
A1EAF ToEA. 9 U @@ Je oy fagaa: F17
IO AT JeATGR § ATGHA FAST ATS AT AT
939 §1q T3 qrar fa=re Fo1 FUS 1 FTGHEATAT
AFATE WA qU 998 75aq & faga Age. anfer
AT ST FrEvE AR o ow fedi .

Fafas sgAr=ar gomers Fugsr g g Geer
argr snfor st fawon e strasasanty gl

Q¢ qret sa1 da fafeq grad adie ae
SFTT ZIET GaS! degl a9 foga are & agasgsa
BT, 94, §AH AL IHIUT AR 3/3 W0
qurEfaT AWMU AT giar. qgfasa Jore
TEAY FIIRIGT AT AU & ASL. ATIT TE7
arseEd ( SATE ATSAT ArEAE a9 ) gHw faere,
degr afgear a9t auia § aggHw f=ar@ T ar gam
FFAT G A, AT TH ATIST SAHARE T
gEAT AISIHT T ATATHIR GIF(L AT AIHST AWATH
g GYFTIET AT HIAT 4T AGEATA GIFTL FIRUTTHIO
& g3 afawrar s Fee &Har arg fMaguar-
IS ATYT L AEA THFITAT 9D J2T Q12
EREN

AT F1aET ST RETGT @30 Trer @ gH
FUS qEFIC-TLFIT FTATFAT §1F. A0 & THI0
SIST ST, ATST FTTT FZUS FATHT FTAET g7 FIHTH

g7 sfa FIAE ( Pevsonal Law ) sar

fadrdt qarer at STHRTE gdA Agdtear fazed-
gaer=ar F13A (ovdinavy Law of the Land )

farref grar oA, AT= A& ATYO HAI: GIE.

qafgetaT wars

1 AT gt MHSST FEZHA TS AT
SYEIAR TGOS §7 {9} AT .4.9% & g1, T gHATT
& T AFT Y cai=ar (ApEdr T, @&, TEVT
FARE qUa AT ¥ SIS, 7Y 99 ¥ A I 4

orfersfy g s MEGY cAresTTEA T 7 A1
qrager wpor warg foear s@@E AFAT
g it vgopr eqr sifwdy D FROTATRSE U
arafl AL w0 gr g

afte Wi F9z gA SfEAIgRAT 4
Sa% sud OT N ATV A5gA. 97 JHEATAT
argr, wafesfiadle @91 g2 Ag@T gFFIR @
i ot aasft wfadta 9T 4 34/4%0
aeve sl arcafas a1 qdfa SeaETd ad8
@Y GYAT. OO &Y @) FLETAT AESTAT ST
1 ar wvE wrEaiR (e spivit ) ST Sl
HANT AR, UEAT FEGT AEENR  FF
spivit) SAAAT @ a1 F&77: (in letter) @
AN g1 WATT FTAATSAT GRIRGA  ATEIN
oy T 9T FL AISEHT A AT HEwTq 8
qrgvrraTdl g, (Tar & @1 ey qr 4]
o &Y guer@d a1 FEr w7 sty aTd
THIO ATEHA FIAT AT,

FA% AT T AT SEHEDAT IEGHHTR
anifor a=are wFTCEAr SfaAr gea gar. ay
A A2 7. ¥Y/1493 T AN qRIET I H.Y
FLATT AT, AT algl gHATA  HIRATE |
gam qql q afgwsa g @m A A
fram @r ART a¥ WA a¥ FAIH B
qerhed ArafEery sy sy wwifavar o

AT FEGFATAT T FIS ASL. HILT T

oy TAEqTy gAfET gATH AT FEgHAiAr
AT HHT ATH. AT=AT GHGATE AT Aol
AT TN T, AM TR FHH Q0
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